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That message spread through Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism…God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power…he went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed…for God was with him. 

 

Today, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan River by John the Baptist 

at the start of His ministry.  We are invited to not only think about the baptism of Jesus 

but also of our own baptism.  What does it mean to be baptized? 

Through the gift of baptism, we are adopted as God’s children.  We are made 

members of the Church, and inheritors of God’s kingdom.  We are “united with 

Christ in his death and resurrection”, and our sins are forgiven.  

This adoption, this inheritance, this forgiveness – these are bestowed 

immediately upon baptism.  We enjoy and benefit from these gifts as soon as 

they are opened.   

Jesus himself believed so strongly in the gifts that baptism brings that he asked 

to be baptized himself, as way of demonstrating its importance to the rest of the 

community.   

At baptism we are also given another gift:  the gift of the Holy Spirit.  As the Gospel of 

Matthew reads, at Jesus’s baptism “the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.” So, it was, too, for us at our 

baptism.   

The Holy Spirit is “God at work in the world and in the Church”, not just today but 

throughout time - past, present, and future.  We hear the Holy Spirit speaking 

through the prophets, like Isaiah, of our destiny as God’s people.   

The Holy Spirit “leads us into all truth” and empowers us, as the Book of 

Common Prayer puts it, to “grow in the likeness of Christ.” We recognize the 

presence of the Holy Spirit most when we live in love and harmony with God, 

with ourselves, with our neighbors, and all of creation.   

Today we are also asked to recognize that just as Jesus moved from the baptism 

waters into ministry, we too are called to move as His disciples into the world.  

If baptism establishes our membership in God’s kingdom, then it is the Holy Spirit 

that fuels and expands that membership, empowering us to truly live as God calls 

us and as Christ demonstrated for us.   

As another commentary points out, as wonderful and as complete a gift as 

baptism is, none of us should be surprised that the Holy Spirit awaits with even 

more numerous and wonderous gifts for us in the future.   
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Today we also celebrate the feast day of a saint who modeled her baptismal covenant 

throughout her life and who let the Holy Spirit guide her through numerous and 

wonderful ministries.  

Harriet Bedell was a Deaconess and missionary who was born in 1875.  She 

died January 8, 1969 which is why we celebrate her life on this date.  

In the Episcopal Church, Deaconesses were the early pioneers of servant 

ministry. Being "set apart" as a deaconess was one of the few ways women 

could formally serve the Church in the years before women were allowed to be 

ordained. 

Born in New York, Bedell was inspired to pursue missionary work after a visiting 
Episcopal missionary spoke at her church.  In 1906 she began attending the New York 
Training School for Deaconesses.   

Following her training Bedell was sent as a missionary to the Cheyenne Indians 
at the Whirlwind Mission – yes, the same Whirlwind Mission that continues today 
in nearby Watonga, Oklahoma.   

Serving alongside Deacon David Pendleton Oakerhater, Bedell worked in 
the mission for 10 years by caring for the sick and the poor, organizing 
social services for the tribe, and educating women and children.  

Because of her success in Oklahoma, she was asked by the bishop to serve in 
Alaska where she established a boarding school so that children’s education 
wouldn’t be interrupted by the harsh winter weather.   

Bedell later left Alaska to help improve the quality of life among the Mikasuki-Seminole 
Indians in southern Florida.  Living and working in their midst, she helped the tribe 
revive their unique doll making and basket weaving skills which had become nearly 
extinct.  

Sales of these items from the arts and crafts store at the mission helped secure 
income for the Mikasuki-Seminoles.  In honor of her efforts, the 
native Mikasuki gave Bedell the name “Inkoshopie” which means, “woman who 
prays”.  

One would think that any one of these ministries would be enough of a great witness to 
faith, the power of the Holy Spirit, and living into our baptismal covenant.  But Harriet 
Bedell was not done.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miccosukee
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When she was 85 years young, she moved to Davenport, Florida to assist in 
recovery efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Donna, a Category 4 hurricane that 
swept through the region in August of 1960.   

Harriet Bedell’s life and witness remind us that whenever we give our time and talent to 

others, whenever welcome the stranger, invite the outcast, and serve the needy, we are 

living both the gifts of baptism and of the Holy Spirit.   

We can become gifts ourselves, bringing joy and relief to our neighbors, and 

making our communities better.  It is on Harriet Bedell’s feast day that we pray:  

Holy God, fill us with compassion and respect for all people, and empower 
us for the work of ministry whether near or far away; that like thy servant 
Harriet Bedell, we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives, and by giving up ourselves to your service. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References: 

https://americanindian.si.edu/collections-search/archives/sova-nmai-ac-

037#:~:text=Between%201907%20and%201916%20Bedell,time%20in%20Denver%2C%20Col

orado%20recovering. 

https://livingchurch.org/2022/02/28/unlocking-the-history-of-the-deaconesses/ 

https://americanindian.si.edu/collections-search/archives/sova-nmai-ac-037#:~:text=Between%201907%20and%201916%20Bedell,time%20in%20Denver%2C%20Colorado%20recovering
https://americanindian.si.edu/collections-search/archives/sova-nmai-ac-037#:~:text=Between%201907%20and%201916%20Bedell,time%20in%20Denver%2C%20Colorado%20recovering
https://americanindian.si.edu/collections-search/archives/sova-nmai-ac-037#:~:text=Between%201907%20and%201916%20Bedell,time%20in%20Denver%2C%20Colorado%20recovering
https://livingchurch.org/2022/02/28/unlocking-the-history-of-the-deaconesses/

